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An Assessment of the Effectiveness of Halliday and Hasan’s
Theory of Cohesion in Analyzing the Textual Cohesion of Du‘a’ al
- Sabah

Abstract

One of the topics in functional linguistics is the theory of textual cohesion, which regards
cohesion and unity as the primary reasons for the meaningfulness and textuality of any text.
This theory analyzes the factors that link the constituent elements of a text to one another and
bring about its cohesion and continuity. The framework of this theory was proposed by
Michael Halliday and Rugaiya Hasan in 1976. They classified the elements of textual
cohesion into three categories: lexical, grammatical, and conjunctive elements. Each of these
elements is further divided into several subcategories, the presence of which within a text
contributes to its cohesion and links its constituent components together. Employing a
descriptive—analytical method, the present study aims to analyze the elements of textual
cohesion in Du‘a’ al . Sabah attributed to Amir al - Mu’minin ‘Alf (peace be upon him) and to
elucidate the distinctive features of cohesion in this noble supplication. Accordingly, the study
seeks to answer two questions: What are the factors of textual cohesion in Du‘'a’ al - Sabah,
and which of these cohesive factors occur with the highest frequency? The elements that
generate textual cohesion in Du‘a’ al . Sabah are divided into three categories. The lexical
factor in this supplication includes repetition, semantic inclusion, and collocation, each of
which comprises several subcategories. The grammatical factor contributes to the textual
cohesion of the supplication through reference, ellipsis, and substitution. Additionally, the
conjunctive factor—which encompasses explicative, additive, and elaborative cohesion
(including additive, causal, adversative, and temporal relations)—plays a significant role in
the continuity and cohesion of the supplication. The findings of the study indicate that
grammatical and conjunctive factors play a fundamental role in the continuity and cohesion of

this supplication. Among these factors, grammatical-conjunctive elements and lexical



elements account for 81% and 19% of the text, respectively. The high frequency of
grammatical and conjunctive cohesion—particularly additive relations—is evident throughout
the supplication. Additive relations function like a chain, linking the passages of the
supplication together in such a way that this element exerts the greatest influence on its
textual cohesion.
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Abstract

One of the topics of role - oriented linguistics is the theory of textual coherence.
This theory connects the factors that make up the components of the text and cause
its coherence and harmony .The model of this theory was presented by Michael
Halliday and Roghieh Hassan in (Y4V?). They divided text cohesion factors into
three categories .lexical factor, grammatical factor and linking factor .Each of these
factors is divided into several categories whose presence in a text makes it coherent
and its constituent parts are connected. In this article, using the descriptive -
analytical method, the factors of textual coherence in Sabah prayer have been
investigated. This research tries to answer these two questions, which are the factors
of textual coherence in the sabah prayer? And which of the cohesion factors has a
hig frequency? The tools that create textual coherence in the sabah prayer are
divided into three categories: lexical factor, grammatical factor and linking factor.
The lexical factor in this prayer includes repetition, semantic inclusion, and
conjunction, each of which includes several subcategories. The grammatical factor
has been effective in the textual coherence of the prayer in three ways: reference,
removal and replacement. A connecting factor that plays an additional role in the

continuity and coherence of praye. Among these factors, linking factor, grammatical
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factor and lexical factor have the highest frequency in prayer. And they have the

most influence in making the sabah prayer coherent.



